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selves would find sufficient nourishment from the water in
which the grain was boiled. This heroism and devotion gave
Clive renewed hopefulness and determination. Not a morning
or an evening went by without his making the complete round
of the fortifications, to see that each man was at his post, and
frequently he fired with his own hand the charges of the guns,
which continually roared defiance at the enemy. One of these
guns was of native manufacture, a monstrous engine, which
had been dragged by 1,000 oxen from a distant fort which
had been built by a former Indian Prince. Clive had this
mounted on an earthwork, and once every morning for four
days it was fired at the Nabob's palace, where Raja Sahib
sat with his council of officers. On the fourth day its pro-
digious explosion shattered it to pieces, fortunately without
damage to the gunners.

But Clive was not content with firing his guns over the
walls. He made several sallies against the enemy, and forced
back the French soldiers to a more discreet distance, with a
good many casualties to bemoan. So for no less than eleven
weeks the siege continued, until the men were gaunt with
hunger, ragged, and begrimed with powder and dirt, but still
with high spirits. Nevertheless, when the fiftieth day was
reached, and the store of provisions was almost exhausted,
Clive saw that he must be starved out unless he could gain
relief. It happened that, on the flanks of Raja Sahib's army,
a tribe of wild Mahratta horsemen, under a chief named
Morari Rao, was watching the progress of the siege, with
increasing admiration for the courage of the defenders. Clive
sent out messengers to this man, offering to pay him hand-
somely if he would come to his assistance; and his joy may be
imagined when the Indian chieftain expressed his willingness
to unsheath his sword in aid of so gallant a captain.

Raja Sahib's spies brought the news of these negotiations,
and he realized that Arcot must be carried by assault bafore
Morari Rao came to its rescue with his 6,000 warriors. The
day fixed by the Nabob's son for this great attack was